FRIENDS OF ABBEY GARDENS
NEWSLETTER NOV. 2007

DeAr SUPPORTERS OF ABBEY GARDENS

THANK YOU TO ALL WHO ATTENDED OUR BBQ IN JUNE AS WELL AS THOSE OF YOU WHO EXPRESSED INTEREST IN
Assey GARDENS VIA OUR WEBSITE.

I HAS BEEN A BIT QUIET IN ABBEY GARDENS OVER THE SUMMER. By Mip Juy THe Newram Councit
APPOINTED LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT COMPLETED THE FEASIBILITY STUDY FOR ABBEY GARDENS WHICH IS BEING USED
TO RAISE FUNDS FOR THE PROJECT AND TO GAIN APPROVALS FOR FURTHER STAGES OF WORK TO BE CARRIED OUT.

THE COUNCIL INITIALLY SECURED PART FUNDING FOR THE PROJECT, TO COVER EXCAVATIONS OF THE
ARCHAEOLOGICAL REMAINS AND SUBSEQUENT WORKS IN ORDER TO PRESERVE THE REMAINS FOR PUBLIC DISPLAY
suBJecT TO ENGLISH HERITAGE CONSENT. THE PLANNED WORK ALSO INCLUDES REMOVAL OF THE MOUND OF SOIL
AND FLATTENING OF THE SITE. BEFORE ANY OF THIS WORK CAN BE DONE THE COUNCIL HAD TO APPLY TO

EncLisH HERITAGE FOR PERMISSIONS. PROVIDED APPROVAL BY ENGLISH HERITAGE IS GRANTED THE EXCAVATIONS
ARE PLANNED TO Bt DONE Y IMIARCH NEXT YEAR. THE COUNCIL ARE PLANNING TO INVOLVE THE LOCAL COMMU=
NITY AND SCHOOLS IN THE DIG.

THE COUNCIL WILL HAVE TO APPLY FOR PLANNING PERMISSION FOR THE FINAL SCHEME WHILST THESE WORKS ARE
BEING CARRIED OUT. PROVIDED THIS IS GRANTED AND AFTER THE ENGLISH HERITAGE WORK IS DONE, THE COUNCIL
WILL THEN BE ABLE TO FINALISE THE PLANS AND DETAILS FOR THE SITE. PERMISSION WILL AGAIN BE REQUIRED
FROM ENGLISH HERITAGE TO PROCEED WITH THE LANDSCAPE PROPOSALS. [T IS HOPED THAT FUNDING AND
PERMISSIONS CAN BE SECURED TO PROCEED WITH LANDSCAPE WORKS WITHIN THE GARDEN AREA BEFORE THE END
OF MARCH NEXT YEAR, BUT DUE TO THE LEGAL PROTECTION GIVEN TO THE SCHEDULED MONUMENT IT IS QUITE A
LONG WINDED PROCESS AND NO GUARANTEE CAN BE GIVEN AT THIS STAGE.

WE WILL BE PRODUCING THIS NEWSLETTER ON A MORE REGULAR BASIS NOW IN ORDER TO KEEP EVERYONE
INFORMED OF THE LATEST DEVELOPMENTS. WITHIN THE NEXT FEW WEEKS WE WILL ALSO INSTALL AN INFORMATION
DISPLAY ON THE CURRENT FENCE OF THE GARDEN. AT THE SAME TIME WE WOULD LIKE TO INVITE YOU TO JOIN THE
“FRIENDS” GROUP IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO BE MORE ACTIVELY INVOLVED IN THE WORK OF THE 6ROUP. PLEASE SEND
US AN E~MAIL BACK IF YOU ARE INTERESTED. IN ANY CASE WE WILL SOON ORGANIZE A PUBLIC MEETING TO WHICH
EVERYONE WILL BE INVITED.

WE HOPE THAT THIS NEWSLETTER PROVIDED SOME USEFUL INFORMATION ABOUT THE STATUS OF ABBEY GARDENS.
IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS OF COMMENTS PLEASE E~MAIL [ IR AR

THANK YOU FOR READING THIS NEWSLETTER
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